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TAGS: PINT, EIND, IT, US 

SUB J : LOCKHEED-NEWS MAGAZINE IMPLICATES PM ANDREOTTI 

1 . IN THE ISSUE WHICH WILL APPEAR ON SEPTEMBER 1, THE 

ITALIAN LEFTIST MAJOR WEEKLY NEWS MAGAZINE L’ESPRESSO WILL CLAIN 
THAT PM ANDREOTTI RECEIVED PAYMENTS FROM LOCKHEED IN CONNECTION 
WITH AIRCRAFT SALES EFFORTS. THE ADVANCE TEXT OF THE STORY 
MADE FRONT-PAGE NEWS IN MAJOR ITALIAN DAILIES AUGUST 31. 

2. L'ESPRESSO CLAIMS TO BE IN POSSESSION OF TWO COPIES OF 
LETTERS FROM LOCKHEED OFFICIALS TO THE FIRM'S FOREIGN 
REPRESENTATIVES AND OF A PAGE FROM THE OFFICE DIARY OF A HIGH 
LOCKHEED OFFICIAL. THE FIRST LETTER, DATED SEPT. 8, 1968, FROM 
LOCKHEED VP KOTCHIAN TO PROF. ANTONIO LEFEBVE PURPORTEDLY 
REFERS TO $28,000 PAID TO ANDREOTTI FOR "HIS VALUABLE ASSISTANCE 
AND THAT OF HIS PARTY IN THE SALE OF 18 'ORION' 

AIRCRAFT TO THE ITALIAN NAVY." (N.B. - SUCH AIRCRAFT WERE NEVER 
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EXECUTIVE CONCERNED WITH MIDDLE EAST SALES TO THE COMPANY'S 
TURKISH REPRESENTATIVE, MENTIONS A PAYMENT OF $15,000 TO ANDREOTTI. 
THE DIARY PAGE ALLEGEDLY SHOWS AN APPOINTMENT BETWEEN ANDRE- 
OTTI AND A HIGH LOCKHEED OFFICIAL ON MAY 10, 1975 AT THE 
HOTEL EXCELSIOR IN ROME. THEME OF THE ALLEGED MEETING WAS SALE 
TO TURKEY OF F 104 "STARFIGHTER' AIRCRAFT PRODUCED IN 
ITALY UNDER LICENSE. L'ESPRESSO CALIMS TO HAVE ESTABLISHED THE 
GENUINENESS OF THE THREE DOCUMENTS THROUGH CALLIGRAPHIC ANALYSIS, 
VERIFICATION OF THE DATES IN THE DOCUMENTS AND ANALYSIS OF THE AGE 
OF THE PAPER. THE DOCUMENTS WERE SUPPOSEDLY FURNISHED TO 
L'ESPRESSO BY FORMER AND CURRENT LOCKHEED EMPLOYEES. 

3. A SPOKESMAN FOR PM ANDREOTTI PROMPTLY DENIED L'ESPRESSO'S 
"UNFOUNDED’' ALLEGATIONS, SAYING THAT THE STORY WILL BE SEEN 
BY THE MAN ON THE STREEET FOR WHAT IT IS-A TRANSPARENT ATTEMPT 
TO DISCREDIT THE PM AND DETRACT FROM THE EFFICIENCY OF HIS 
GOVERNMENT. THE DC NEWSPAPER ALSO ISSUED A DENIAL IN SIMILAR 
TERMS. 

4. SEVERAL COMMENTATORS, INCLUDING L'ESPRESSO AND THE PCI 
NEWSPAPER, HINT THAT THE NEW DOCUMENTS HAVE BEEN RELEASED 
BY THOSE HOSTILE TO THE ANDREOTTI GOVERNMENT'S RELATIONSHIP 
WITH THE PCI. THIS LINE TIES IN WITH OTHER RECENT ALLEGATIONS 
THT THE CIA TORPEDOED ANDREOTTI S CHANCES TO BECOME PM ON ONE 
OCCASION DURING THE SARAGAT PRESIDENCY. (SEE ROME 14050.) 

IN ADDITION TO DISTRACTING THE ATTENTION OF PM ANDREOTTI FROM 
OTHER PRESSING PROBLEMS, THE NEW STORY THUS TREATENS TO 
STRENGTHEN PUBLIC MISCONCEPTIONS REGARDING US POLICY AND 
ACTION. 

5. WILL POUCH TEXT L'ESPRESSO STORY. BEAUDRY 
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